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Abstract

This study aimes to shed light on the system of Succession in the Umayyad state,
between 41AH/ 661AD and 132AH / 750AD, which appeared in the Islamic state for the first
time in the era of Caliph Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan who chose his son to become the caliph after
him. The event that paved the way to the development of this succession system in the
Umayyad state until it fell down in 132AH / 750AD . In order to

discuss this system in a more objective way, the researcher relied on the original sources and
some modern references. She also adapted historical approach depending on describing and
analyzing some historical traditions as well as comparing between opinions of modern
contemporary historians on this particular subject. The study contains an introduction, preface,



conclusion, and three chapters. Chapter I: the mandate of Succession in Sufyanid period (41-
64AH / 661- 683m). The second chapter: the mandate of Succession in the Marwanid period
(64- 125AH / 684- 743AD). While the last chapter discusses the political chaos and the
intensified conflict on the mandate of Succession in the period between (125- 132AH / 743-
750AD).

The study concluded several results, some of them are: that the succession did exist among
the Arabs before Islam, but it was not rare and not always direct from father to son. The
adaptation of succession system in the Islamic state took various forms before the coming of
the Umayyad state; that the inherited mandate of Succession appeared for the first time in the
Islamic state at the time of the first Umayyad caliph Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan; the strong
influence of tribalism on political decisions in the Umayyad dynasty, the strictness of the
Umayyads to give the mandate to qualified figure who can take the responsibility; that the
mandate of Succession in the Umayyad dynasty was not always directly inherited like direct
transition from father to son, but might be moved to a brother, cousin or even one of the sons
of another branch of the tribe as far as he is from the Umayyads; military commanders and
governors played a significant role in the appointment of Caliph (successor); that the principle
of the appointment of Successor had developed in the Umayyad state until it became a system
that had conditions and rules. In the opinion of the researcher, the system of mandate in the
Umayyad era was one of the main reasons behind the fall of the Umayyad dynasty.



